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USDA Rural Development is the only agency in govern-
ment which provides loan and grant funding to build a
community from the ground up.  Our 40 programs
designed to assist rural communties with infrastructure,
business and cooperative development, essential
community facility, and housing needs.

We are an investment bank for rural America.  Our
programs increase economic opportunity and improve
the quality of life for Colorado’s rural residents. In
Colorado, our employees are ready to provide that
assistance in our six field offices across the state and our
State Office in Lakewood.

This booklet highlights a few of the programs offered.
For more detailed program information visit our web page
at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/co or contact any of our

Welcome to USDA Colorado
 Rural Development!

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and
activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex,
marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information,
political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or a part of an individual’s income is derived from any
public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)   To file a complaint of
discrimination write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W.,
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is
an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.



This program helps producers expand the customer base for
their products and ensure they receive a greater portion of
revenues derived from the activity. Eligible applicants include
independent producers, farmer or rancher cooperatives,
agricultural producer groups, or a majority-controlled, and
producer based business ventures (producers must have more

than 50% ownership and control). Eligible purposes include feasi-
bility studies and marketing plans, and working capital ex-
penses for processing and marketing value-added ag prod-
ucts. Funding for this program is done through a Notice of
Funding Availability (NOFA) published each year in the Fed-
eral Register

Value Added Agricultural Product Grant

Business and Industry Loan Guarantee
This program encourages commercial financing of rural
businesses to save and/or create jobs and improve the
economic climate of rural communities. Loan guarantees are
available for up to 80% of the loan amount.  Borrowers work
with a local lender, who in turn seeks a guarantee from Rural
Development.  Businesses in areas with a population of less
than 50,000 may be eligible for assistance.  Funds can be
used for real estate, equipment, working capital, and refinanc-
ing - for non farm businesses.  Rates and terms are negoti-
ated between the borrower and the lender. Businesses must
have strong equity and collateral.



Rural Energy For America Program -
 Guaranteed Loan Program

The REAP Guaranteed Loan Program encourages the commer-
cial financing of renewable energy (bioenergy, geothermal, hy-
drogen, solar, wind and hydro power) and energy efficiency
projects. Under the program, project developers will work with
local lenders, who in turn can apply to USDA Rural Develop-
ment for a loan guarantee up to 85 percent of the loan amount.

Guaranteed Loan Specifications
Loans Limits:  Loans up to 75% of the project’s cost ,
Maximum of $25 million, minimum of $5,000
Maximum percentage of guarantee is based on amount of
funding requested.
Fees and Interest Rates
· Lender’s customary fees, negotiated by lender and

 business
· One-time guarantee fee equal to 1% of guaranteed amount
·
Eligible project costs include: 1) Post-application purchase and
installation of equipment, 2)Post-application construction or im-
provements, 3) Energy audits or assessments, 4) Permit or li-
cense fees, 5) Professional service fees, 6) Feasibility studies
and technical reports, 7) Business plans, 8) Retrofitting, 9) Con-
struction of a new energy efficient facility only when the facility
is used for the same purpose, is approximately the same size,
and based on the energy audit will provide more energy savings
than improving an existing facility, 10) Working capital, 11) Land
acquisition.

To apply for funding for the Guaranteed Loan Program, please
contact your local Rural Development Ofice.



Rural Energy for America Program Grants/
Energy Audit and Renewable Energy

 Development  Assist (REAP/EA/REDA)
This program provides grant funding to units of State, tribal or
local government, land-grant colleges, universities, or other in-
stitutions of higher education (including 1994 Land Grant (Tribal
Colleges) and 1890 Land Grant Colleges and Historically Black
Universities), rural electric cooperatives, and public power enti-
ties to provide energy audits and renewable energy develop-
ment assistance for agricultural producers and rural small busi-
nesses.

The grants are awarded on a competitive basis and can be up
$100,000. Recipients of an energy audit are required to pay at
least 25% of the cost of the audit.

Eligible entities include a unit of State, tribal, or local govern-
ment; institutions of higher education; rural electric coopera-
tives; or a public power entity. The program is design to assist
farmers, ranchers, and rural small businesses.

Energy audits and renewable energy development assistance
will allow agriculture producers and rural small businesses to
become more energy efficient and use renewable technologies.
For all projects, the system must be located in a rural area,
must be technically feasible, and must be owned by the appli-
cant.

To apply for funding for the REAP Grant Program, please
contact your local Rural Development Office.



Rural Energy For America
Program (REAP) Grants

The REAP/Feasibility Grant Program will provide grants for
 energy audits and renewable energy development assistance.
It also provides funds to agricultural producers and rural small
businesses to conduct feasibility study for a renewable energy
system.

The grants are awarded on a competitive basis and can be up
to 25% of total eligible project costs. Grants are limited to
$50,000 for renewable energy feasibility studies..

The program is designed to assist farmers, ranchers and rural
small businesses. All agricultural producers, including farmers
and ranchers, who gain 50% or more of their gross income from
the agricultural operations are eligible. Small businesses that
are located in a rural area can also apply. Rural electric coop-
eratives may also be eligible to apply.

Eligible feasibility studies for renewable energy systems include
projects that will produce energy from wind, solar, biomass,
geothermal, hydro power and hydrogen-based sources. The
energy to be produced includes, heat, electricity, or fuel.  For all
projects, the system must be located in a rural area, must be
technically feasible, and must be owned by the applicant.

To apply for funding for the REAP Grant Program, please
contact your local Rural Development Office.



Lakewood State Office:  655 Parfet Street, Lakewood, CO 80215, (720)
544-2903.

*Alamosa:  101 S. Craft Drive, Alamosa, CO 81101,  (719) 589-5661, ext. 4.
 *Office has Multi-Family Housing Staff

Cortez:  628 West 5th Street, Cortez, CO 81321, (970) 565-8416, ext. 4.

Craig:  145 Commerce Street, Craig, CO 81625,  (970) 824-3476, ext. 4.

*Delta:  690 Industrial Blvd., Delta, CO 81416, (970) 874-5735, ext. 4.
*Office has Multi-Family Housing Staff

*Las Animas: 760 Bent Avenue, Las Animas, CO 81054,  (719) 456-0120,
ext. 4.
*Office has Multi-Family Housing Staff

*Wray:  P.O. Box 405, 247 N. Clay Street, Suite #2, Wray, CO 80758, (970)
332-3107, ext. 4.

*Office has Multi-Family Housing Staff

Colorado Rural Development Office Locations


